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UUm • UNITED S ' ■ I GOVERNMENT 


The Director 


DATE:- August Ui-f 19h7 


FROM : Mr. D. M. Ladd ( I 

(h g: aCfe 

SUBJECT: ^FLUNG DISCS ^ 

■ — • ^vr. Carson 

Fx. Egan 

J-^r. Gurnea 

In connection with your request to be advised as to the facts ij.- ilSn — 
concerning newspaper reports' 'of- flying discs in the Portland area and the Mr. Qulnn^ajijii_ 

reported conference of army officials in Portland concerning flying discs y . Wease_ 

t.he TVirtland Offioa has advised that T.eaveritt G. Richards, aviation kiss aanay— — 


In connection with your request to be advised as to the facts 


reported conference of army officials in Portland concerning flying discs, g- 
the Portland Office has advised that Leaveritt G. Richards, ay^tion 
editor of the "Oregonian,'* has stated that Captain William L,»^avidson 


ij^f^wn of the Fourth AAF Headquarters, San Francisco, 
(fy 27, V9hl • While in Portland they interviewed Dick 


were in Portland on JuTy 27, 19ii7» While in Portland they interviewed Dick^_ i 

‘"S kRank in. an experienced pilot, who had reported that he observed, on JuneTlIii^ 

a formation of ten flying discs over Bakersfield, California. Richards added j 
that Davidson and Brown' had also interviewed the following four fflcperienced 
'pilots who Tiere among the first^to report seeing discs, KennetyyCrnold, btisinessman 
from Boise, Idaho; Captain E. J^mith, a co-pilot; Ralgi^t evens, Ifiiited Airlines 


and Dav^Johnson, aviation editor, Idaho "Statesman." In order to determine the 
purpose of these interviews Richai;ds contacted Major General Twining of Wright Field, 
Ohio, and frcsn him gained the impression that the AAF instituted this investigatieil^- 
to wash out the disc reports since they a re definitely not of AAF origi-nr ' 

On Friday, August_.l.^-the-plahe~in which AAF investigators, Captain 
Davidson and_Xieutenaifir'S^wn, were flying, crashed at Kelso, Washington and both 
-were'~BiilIed. The wreckage was screened by AAF Intelligence from McChord Field. 

The "Tacoma News Tribune" and through them the United Press put out a story that 
the plane was carrying parts of a disc which had struck a boat owned by Harold 
Dahl and Fred Chrisman. It has also been inferred that this plane was sabotaged 
to prevent these disc parts from being examined. 


STATUS 

-- ir -iri it ^ 

Investigation by the Bureau has reflected that this plane was definitely • 
not carrying parts of a disc and there appears to be no substantiation of a sabotage 
charge . 

For your further information there is attached a blind memorandum setting 
forth in more detail the results of the investigation surrounding the above plane 
crash. No further inquiry is being made in this matter. 

ACTION 


Air Force Intelligence has been advised of the results of our investi- 


gation. 
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August lU, 19U7 


FLUNG DISCS 


The "Tacoma News Tribune" and through them the United Press put out 
a story that an army plane which was allegedly carrying parts of a disc which 
had struck a boat owned by Harold Dahl and Fred Chrisman had crashed on August 
1, 19h7, killing two Air Force Intelligence officers who were interviewing ' 

persons who were alleged to have seen flying discs. 

Harold A. Dahl and Fred Chrisman, when interviewed by Bureau Agents, 
advised in ,a signed statement on August 7, 19U?> that in the early part of June, 
19it7, they picked up some strange rock formations from a gravel pit on Mauri 
Island, Washington. They sent a cigar box of these formations to one Ray Palmer, 
editor of the Venture magazine in Evanston, Illinois and also editor of the 
Fantasy magazine in Chicago, Illinois. According to them they requested palmer 
to make only a chemical analysis of the rock formations. Palmer then wrote 
askir^ for additional samples stating he had been unable to analyze the material. 
Dahl and Chrisman remarked that a few days after the flying disc stories appeared 
during the latter part of June, Palmer contacted them by telephone saying he would 
pay for an exclusive story if the materials they had sent him were fragments of 
a flying disc. Dahl said he wrote Ih.lmer a letter in which he represented the 
material as being a part of a flying disc, and both Dahl and Chrisman admitted 
that this statement was entirely false. 

Dahl and Chrisman then received a call from one Kenneth Arnold of 
Boise, Idaho who requested them to meet him at the Tiinthrop Hotel in Tacoma on 
July 31 j 19hl . According to them Arnold called in army intelligence officers 
from Hamilton Field, California and one Captain Emil H. Smith of United Airlines 
of Seattle, Washington to attend this meeting. Dahl and Chrisman maintained 
they told the intelligence officers Captain Davidson, Lieutenant Brown, Kenneth 
Arnold and Emil H. Smith exactly how they got the rock formations and that they 
had no connection Ydth any flying discs. Dahl and Chrisman stated that they then 
furnished some of the rock formation to the intelligence officers as saiaples. 

Captain Davidson and lieutenant Brown left Tacoma, Washington in a B-25 
to return to Hamilton Field, California about 2t30 A.M. August 1, 19U7, and were 
killed when their plane crashed at Kelso, Washington, after the left engine 
burned out an exhaust stack which in turn caught the left wing on fire which caused 
it to break off. The crew chief and each officer parachuted to safety. 

Ernie Vogel, an Associated Press wireman at Tacoma advised that two or 
three days after the flying disc story started he contacted Dahl to check the story 


^vCLOSUHE 



that the Seattle Post -Intelligencer had received from the Fire Chief at 
Harbor, Washington, to the effect that Dahl had some flying disc fragments. 

At this time Dahl admitted to Vogel that the entire story was false. 

Relative to Arnold, Dahl and Ghrisman stated that he was paid by 
Ray palmer of the Fantasy magazine and possibly the '^'Boise 'Statesman:' to come 
to Tacoma and obtain a story from them regarding the flying disc fragments. 

On July 31 and August 1, a total of five anonymous calls were 
received by a Tacoma Times reporter and the United Press Wireman at Tacoma 
giving information regarding the meeting at the Winthrop Hotel over the disc 
fragments and stating that the B-25 had been shot down or sabotaged which 
killed Captain Davidson and Lieutenant Brown, inferring that this was done 
because the intelligence officers were carrying disc fragments in their plane. 

Dahl and Chrisraan stated that these calls could only have come from 
themselves, Arnold or Smith, who, they stated, had a friend on the Chicago 
Times and was possibly selling the story to the Chicago Times through this 
friend. Dahl and Ghrisman denied making these calls. 

Smith, upon interview, stated that reporter Lantz of the Tacoma 
Times and Morello of the United Press office in Tacoma had informed him that 
Arnold had several anonymous calls and from the accuracy of the information 
transmitted Smith believes they were made by either Dahl or Ghrisman. 
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l^eaWle 4>' ■'^stshingtpn • . 
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DIREGTOB, EBI 


RE: FT.YTm T^isns SIGHTED- BY FRED 

. CRISMAN and HAROLD A. DAHLi' '' 
, , TAGQfiiA, t:a.shington 

. X" . 


Dear Sir.: 


' ‘ . The followlr^y in ^eppral, .are the facts regarding _ 
frying .disc story that started; by and HARDLO A^^toHL jfeic ■ 

■ subsequently 'resulted in ne-vjs, stories the^^'^bma fimes, the)^oise ^^ate^an. 
and thg)^hicago. Times 'that a Br25 carrying Amy Inteliigence officers -Tfes- . shot 
down 'dr .sabotaged over Kelsoj,'. ITashingtoh on August 1, 1947 becaus'e it -:^s .carry- 
ing some flying disc fragments* . ‘ 

' ■ ./, The original -‘story, as /'related by. FRED CRISMAN and J|AR0IJ) ^ ' 

was to ..the effect that DAiiL, -while patrolling in his bdat near Maury • 
^^lahd, 'Washir^ton, sighted , six flying discs‘> one. of which.- fluttered to the 
.earth and: disintegrated, showering his boat ' with fragments- which caused some 
damage tq^he; boat and killed his- dog, • HAROLD DAHL wrote a . letter '-to RAY .A.- ' 
^PAMER . of^l^ff-Davis Company which publishes ., 'fantastic adventure magazines in . 
Chicago, seMipg him ^fr^igraents of, the flying disk . and relating .the-above/storyi . 
RMiAPALMER reques.ted^^0^ns-Radl6 Mew's in Chicago to verify the 'story' as related 
by HAROID, DAHL and 'FRED CRlSMAN.^legraphed M.Y, PALIffiR 'confirraing DAHL.'-.s story. 
RAY PAIMER then engaged JffiMETH^RNOLD, Boise, Idaho, -who was . the firai. to- report 
sighting the flying disc and wnpm MY'PAniER had previously made a ,contraci‘-‘for 
a story regarding the flying disc, to come to Tacoma and check 'the storjM."^' . 
related '.by FRED -CRISMAN and HAROLD:' ■DAHL.' ■ v . 

, KEI^JETHvARHOID came to Tacoma, tlashiogton July 1947 and 
arranged for a meeting the fbiloi^ng day,. July 3ii-, with. FRED CPJSMAM^hd HAROLD 
DAHL 'in his ,'rdom 502, ¥inthrop Hotel, .Tacbm^d^ashingtori. ' KMiEJH ARNOLD also ■ 
called, to. attend the meeting Captain E!pii«''<)^y3.iITH, United ALrlines Pilgt who. 
had also i^eporbed seeing flying disc: fragmehts, and Amy Intelligence tpiatteud 

’ A . 'A'EECOBDBL. . ~ 
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^ L": -V -J ' August " 19 >. 1947 ... ' / ; 

I ' t-;, ARNOLD, • Captain MIL'.': j; ‘ ®llTH, FRED- CRiaiAN^ HAROLD ;v . ■ ': 

' and lieutenant "BRGVJN.? of ^ Army A-2 InteliLigerice from _ • , 

I • )■ .;./: V Hand'lt^ all' met in'-;AMOiI)‘s-room at various times during.;,, , 

evening of ,July^31,' £947 discussed the ;flying disc , ' 

.' -.v/’:'.v^ by CRISMAN ' arid^D^Lv Intelligence Officers, Captain 

: ;^. '; i,.., ., ■ DA^iDSON- and ^Lieutenant BR0?jN> ‘ left about 2}00 A. M. the morning bf; 'August 1,, , 

: ’.''^'.i ; 1947 to.,: return to Hamilton Field, California for Air Force Day in a'-B‘^25£a'hd. ., : 

" ■ ,■ .t .some of the, reported disc .fragments* The left e^ine : on- the ' 

■'■••;• stacR. .which ,dh' turn caught, the left wing, afirey, tte- 

i breaking off ..and tearing off' the tail. The B-25 crashed; 
iAiilihg,^^ BROM, However; the Crew. Chief and.. 

V i . i , a'hitch-'hiken;^^^^^^ to- ' safgty^^ Intelligence Officers at McChord Field, 

v'-f,' :.;.x Wa’Shington.'a^^ there was ‘no-- iMication of 'any sabotage. .The .plane .crashed 
'' ^-'^t.Kel^ approximately -2:50 A.' M, August 1, 1947* ■ . ’ £ : 

- ' Five .'anch^ous ' calls werev received by a. reppirter,; . Tacoma' 

and the -.Uhited Press YSlreman, Tacoma;, between 11:30 A. ,M., July ’31;“ 1947 
. '5 ‘ and. 5f30, P. M., August.' 2;' . 1%^ The first call was to a Tacoma Times- reporter 

.' approximately 11:30 A. M-. , July 31y rln which the caller stated that .there was ' 
a; meeting taking place, at -that lime .in room. 502 of the Winthrop Hotel concerning 
the disc fragments found' on Maury 'Island', The second call was received' between 
^ ^ 11:00 A, M. and 12:0p nOori, AugUs't 1, 1947 by the Tacoma. Time.s reporter in 

:.'. ; , 'whidh' the Caller advised that’ a-t’; that, moment a: big meeting Twas taking place - 

'v in ARKOED's. room number 502,. 'Winthrop Hotel; that the B-25 which crashed.was 
'■ , carrying disc fragments and ..that •'McChord Field officials had' .stated it ■was . 

shot dQwn ’or. sabbtaged,. The,, third call 'was .received Friday, August 1, 1947 . 
at ' 5 j 30. P> M. by the United Press “'‘'ireman, ' Tacoma, . in which the caller stated 
that the B-25 which .crashed at. Kelso ,' :’Vashing'bbn was carrying flying disc 
' .' fragments and that .'the dead of fic.efs'' Were Cap'tain DAVIDSON .and Lieutenant • 

‘ , BROVilN, A-2 Intelligence 'pfficers'rat .'htoilton Field, Californiai ,;i .This-Call ' 
was prior to ...the release of the dead officers' names by Army authori'bies' and 
, . the' caller .indicated that when the'\’hames were released, it-would verify the, ' 

. information he was furnishing- was cdrfect*,. The fourth phone call waa, received,, .. 
- , ' at' approximately 6:45 P,;' M.;, . Friday,'-'^ United Press. 17ireman .'in. ;. 

which call .the caller- stated the B-*25 was definit^shot down and. that if he . . . ■ 

contacted Army.. Intelligence bffic'ers,- they, would, not. deny it,- , ihe .fifth phone . 

. ■ ' call was rccetyed by.'the UMted PfbSs Wireman, Tacoma-,, .at 5f3G.'P»-H, Augus't .2, - 

1947 St ■■Which time'', the ' caller, stated, the Ry25 'was. shot down 'from the air ^ 
a 20 m,m. cannon ;-';tha'fc the; Sarihe - plane, found .recehtiy on Mt . Rainier .had also . 
been shot down. and that Captain ^QTH would be taken to-Vfright Field Tuesday 
morning, . rJheh . the Army authorities released the names of the dead. Intelligence 
.officers which verified the -inf orraation as given by the anoriynous caller, the 
Tacoma 'Times printed this story on August 2, 19.47 and carried several .articles ; 
thereafter' inferring .’that th'e B-25 had' bebn shot down or sabo-taged because: of 
the fact that it .was. carrying^ 4isc'’ fragmerits, DAHL and CRI£MAN-. have "ac^it ted 
[' = that the material' which they, sent to RAY' .PAniER 'had no connect'loh.'Tftd.th any . 

flying discs and havej.-gi'ven a-: sigpgd -statement to .that ^ffec't which- .are’ beto 









■ August 19, 1947; 

. forwarded herein. DAHL and: CRISHAH deny, hovifevery-that they actually ■ stai’ted ' 

: : the flying disc- story and their actual part in the- story» United Airlines pilot, 

• EMIL J. states that DAHL- and CRISMAN. on July 31, 1947,, both related their 

. ' original, flying, disc fragment story. Inf dnnation gathered would indidate that 

- the anonymous phone calls were possibly made by FRED CRISLiAN in order '.to build ' 
up the flying disc story to the point where they could make a profitable 'sale ‘ 
of the ■ story, tp. PAU,IER-, Chicago, Illinois. No facts have heen developed . ' 
which would definitely prove that CRISMAN made these calls. , However, from all ; 
facts and infomation gathered, , it appears he is probably the most likely, to ,, ' 

have.made the anonymous calls. Ttie detailed interviews of the persons contac- 
. ted in regard to this flying disc -story are being set out below. '- , 

; The .following . invest igatd.on>'-;was vconducted by Spe,ciai . Agent 
- DAVID, Ai 'HacCULLOCH' at Tacoma, .Washingtoh ^oh August. 6, 7,- 1947 J ' .. t" ' i 

ERNI^^^bSEL, Associated Press . ^'ireman, Tacoma, Uashihgton, ' 

• ' advised '.that in the early part-df June,: 1947 he by the-S.eattle : 

jp c heck on a st ory which he was informed .had been- obtained 
V ' 1 - from -tha Fire Chief'Ta fT^arper j - Tfesl^hgtjon.- : 'The' storyrjHas e maofxsed to have . 

. originated with FRED CRISIvIAN. Mr. ^VpGEL stated that the s-tory- was te.-th a^df feet 
that DAHL, vAiile patrolling in his boat near Maury Island, saw'''^ivC'or . six . 

. flying discs, one' of which fluttered' toward' the ground -and finally disintegrated. 
Fragments, of tbeidisc were reported to have showered down On. the boat' of HAROLD 
■’ DAHL, causing, some. tcigmage and- killing his. dog, Mr. VOGEL -stated that, he went , 
to the home of -HABOLD"^AHL<pn',39<13VN6rth.'^ve,; Tacoma, .'l/as to .check with 

him on this, flying . disc stdry> ;i.He ' stated that as bes-t he could recall-,^ this' ■ 

-was just a few days after the ‘*fi-rst-,. flying, disc, stories had appeared, in the paper 
and was on a Sunday evening'. ■He; beiieve,d it was the early part. of .junel He ■ 

. stated that . DAHL topk. hlm 'in .the kitchen':and ;proceeded to . talk' about this --flying 
disc story in low -muffled tphps. ^ stated; that .DAHL acted rather suspicious 
.and that shortly- his -Wife cAme into the kitchen and was in a; considerable rage, 

, telling DAHL -to admit, that the-' entire • stoiy was a plain fantasy ■which, he. had ' 
dreamed up, - He stated that after his wife told DAHL- to admit the. entire Story 
was false, .that '.DAHL then admitted that there -was nothing whatever to the .st^ry 
and it was an, entire hoax. ■'VOGEL stated that in view ^ the engaged “condition 
of DAHL '.s wlfe, ,.he :immediately left .and .reported to. th^l^eattle^’Dpst Intelligencer - 
: , that - the . entire story viras a; hbax.' and that they should hot print . it -in any. /'way, . 

-. He •further stated* that -he Adyised'.the Seattle Post Intelligencer that DAHL.' Was 
a mental case .and. that hothirtg •vdiich he had reported should be carried as far 
as a ne'ws story. -Mr,. VOGEL stated that since that time he had 'received repeated 
requests from the Boise Statesman: requesting information as to the flying disc , 
stories .reportedly originating. With FRED ORISMAN. and HAROLD DAHL* 'VOGEIL stated 
that he had never, in his experience, had such pres'sure brought upon hDn to ' 
release, a news ’ story . and that- Me repeatedly advised.,.the Boise Statesman, that. ' 

'. the story of seeing-.the flying dis'cs :by DAHL and CPISiAN .'Was'--a .cpiaplete' f^^ 
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■'.cation and should be in-vho- ■tirayy:- ’carried as and refused to 

;any , inf prmat ion .regardihg these' reports . - He further stated that he • advised, , 
•the Sp'ise Statesman 'shortly before,' or. at the .time KEtIMETH ARNOED left -Boise. 
'to 'come to lacomaH to check on the flying disc storte s’ -with DAHL and CRISMAN,' • 
that MRfipn)', should no^ the - entire' story: -was' a hoax. . . v . ' 

■ The following 'info rmatioh vi»s obtained from PAUJ^i^NTZy’;'' 
4513 South ,7fehy' Tacoma, VJashlngtOnV. ;Prdcior. 8416, .a. rpporter for the: Tacoma..; " 
Times j" 


' . •: It was. the Tacoma •Times paper/which first issued a,' stohy ' 

on August -:2 -.and subsequent stories intimating that the B-25 which ‘crashed, at :; 
Kelso,. Itlashingtpn' on the early morning - of '.August I,'' had .been sabotaged^ or shot ' ; 
dovm because of the fact that it- carried ';,f lying- disc fragments.-^ •-IjiHTZ-:, stated 
that on Thursday i July 31j- dt^ approximately- 11 j 30':A, M. he received ah ahpnymcus : 
phone call, in; which the caller stated, that' 'KE!®®TH- ARNOLD and 'A-rmy lnteliigence -' 
officers wort :..meeting in room .502 of. -the ?&nthrop Hotel to check on the' flying 
disc stort fhom \vhich fragments were- obtained on Maury Island. ' LANTZ sta-ted he 
. turned', arcurid to- speak to his -editor >-and when he picked up-rthe -phone again , the' 
line was. dead. He stated that the ca'ller asked .for BUB^WcIIURTIE, ^a rtporter 
. on the Tacoma-, Times who was out at -the tim® of the .^ca-ll. -He stated that BURT. 
Mc^IURTIE. called ARNOID at room '502 in' the -I'/lnthrop Hdtel and was advised by . 
ARNOLD that he could furnish -no,: irtdrmation ' as he was there on a Goveii’nment 
missionr,; . LANTZ stated that 'on Friday, - August 1, between lljOO .'A. M. 'and-.noqn, ' >• 
he received another phone call- for BURT McMURTIE in which the anonymous, calier 
stated t.hat he. might have some infomatipn' f or him^.. . LANTZ asked .the Caller if..; 
he.'was not the, same party that- had cailed; the. previous date and he said? 

The caller then related that at that trtmeht- there ■was' a big., meeting, in ':progress 
in'ARNOLD '.s room, 502 , in -the T/i'rithrop Hotelj that the B-25 which crashed that ' 
morning in .Kelso: ■was; carrying; flying .disc fragments from California, and that 
McChord, Field officials had stated.. the ’ plane ' ■was : sabotaged or shot down. The - ■ . • 
caller then' hung up after making some statement tb- the . of f ■.that, he wo-S’ a ; ’ 
switchboard operator. ; LANTZ. stated 'that ..he .went to the '^i'/inthrop. Hotel on,, Friday 
about noon and found that there-was no male operator on duty. He stated, he -then 
-went to. room 502 and. ARNOLD' .. answered, the doOr and that Captain ElttL - 

United. Airlines- pilot, was on -the -.;phone.- "LANTZ stated that he - heard ySIlfH 'rtk , . 
a statement ‘tb the .effect that- the; inf.ortati on must be very strictly- .- rthfideht i a 1 , 
He stated that there were' .one', or ..two 'bthers- in -the room besides ffilITH.vahd;ARNOLD,, 
but that he. rtuld not. identify them* ' HO; stated that ARNOLD told him hO; 'could.- ■ 
ma/fe no statement and that he had .attempted to check the story with v'varidus people 
on Maury Island with .negative re'sults . He stated that about 3^30. P. ;ji.> Friday, 
he wrote a -rtort -^egrtding the mysterious info iwiant ' and called ARNOLD at his-' : 
hotel .rOdn,' stating -that he had-.writte.n, thi^story. and that ARNOLD .had better, , • : . 
.check it. He ’stated that, he talked to 'MJ^ORRELLO, the United; rte.ss..'vfireman,; ..; 
Tac'dma, who advised, that the story soundM fantastic , LANTZ stated; 'that: about 
5:^ P. M., Friday, - August 1, an :aHonymous caller called T© MORRElL0.,'; the^. -.i . 
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■United Press Wire^^^ stating, that Captain UAVID SON 'and;, tiduteri^ BROl'^N ' ;' .■ 

were';th'e':Xnt^ that were killed in the 'crash pX, the B-25 and 

that Civilians ; and' th^ ’s^^ had been kept away from the wreckage with the 

■ Aihiy guarding it?^^ stated. the anonympu.s caller then said that the names,' 

. had not been:: rei|eased yet by the Airoy: aiid that this would verify his st absents, 
PAUL LAOTZ- stated that the following.imo'rhing, . Satin*day, August 2> the Arn^ . 
verified that the .officers killed wtre' and Lieutenant BROPI ' . 
and two days later verified that-'they were. Airniy Intelligence officers. LAOTZ 
stated that the anonynous caller again later contacted TED MORBELEO, cal34-ng ; 

, him by that name, and at itis tM stated'-.he did not. call the Tacoma. News 4 ' 

Tribune' or the Associated Press and denied calling PAUL L^NTZ or SyRT . McHU ... 
In this call the anonymous caller stated that,. "Don’t think I'm doing^ this, for 
you." He then asked if the story- had been put -on the wire, and when' MORRELLO 
said yes, the caller stated, ''We'; want this to get back to-New Jersey.'', The 
caller further stated that .the,:: B-^25 Was . shot down by a 20 m.m. cahnon and that, 
the marine plane which was rece.i^tly. /found wrecked on the side of lit. ;^inier, , •; 

' ha-vir^ been missit^ for severalimonths,; had also been shot .down. • The .caller ; ; 
stated to MORRSLLO that he should get in. touch with a flyer , named -MORGAN w 
Uhited Airliness who, he stated, was ..with, Captain 'SMITH when .dhey. were: shot- at , 
over.Montana* The caller then stated, fl'll see you Tuesday. - I^m: going.- to; -. 
Sa'n=:Francisco. '.'^ M stated, that , .he had checke.d , with Captain Ev5IL, Sliiii']Wl of 
, Uhit.ed Airlines who denied knowing 'any- pilot by the name of MORGAN j denied .. 
ever ha-ving'-fio-wn Over Montana.- ■•rlANTZ /'stated that MORREItO ,;.recei-ved dnother, ' 
anonymous call iri which the caller stated that; STltTH would be sent to firight 
Field -on- Tuesday and, that. Saturday^pne of the men who. found fragments of the 
flying disc was to.be flovni to-;ilaska, ;^LANTZ stated that in ^ view of the. fact 
that the - inf ormation: as to the' intelligence, of ficers on the B-25 had beej:’^' as 
furnished by. .the anonymous calier, had subsequently been .verified by the Army, 
the; story was .released that, .the'- B-25 Was carrying disc fragnents returning to . 
.Hamilton Field,' California -and furnishing- the inference that, the plaiievhad.^ been 
sabotaged or shot down. LANTZ . s.tiied ^that ; about B :00 P. i| « ph Sunday, August 3 , 
he contacted Captain MIL 3ilTH:;at his home, 30^ T?est Laureihurst Driye> - 
Seattle at which; time SMITH sta-ted he had not given any story -out ' to the Post 
Inteiligencer at Seattle; sta-ted that , he had got-ten a; telegram tp cAll a number 
in Boise, and. when, he callediand founn oat it was the Bois.e :^at'es)nan,\he -had 
‘hung up. He, stated- that the Boise, Statesma-n then contacted. him, at which. -time , 
he admitted he had seen the disc fra^.ents, . but that he did not take any of . . 
them. , ; This -time SJ.IITH inf pmSd; LAMTZ that he had been with Major GEORGE 
SANDERS, Public Relations, Officer' fforn McChord Field, all- afternoon untii abput 
3:45 ?♦ M. .SMITH informed LA'NTZ .that, he had,; told the Arny: authorities eyery-,^ 
thing that- he and ARNOID knew' about the flying disc ffa^ehts story from -thie 
time- that :,KEKRIETH ARNOID left, Boise, .Idaho and he had left Seattle, V/ashirigton., 
This.; time SMITH admitted that .there were some' of the supposed -disc, .fragments .4- 
in ARNOID's room at the IJihthrop. Hote'l and that CRISMAN' and DAHL haf^' been in 
the room- Thursday. Pfterno.on. Oh Mpriday PAUL LANTZ stated th^t he called .. 

HARQID DAHL Who advised that" if 'this ^ were not used in the paper, he and. FiiM 
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CRlStiiAN would see iixra , after lim that-' about "nooh Di^l arid';^ 

CRISMAM cdntact.ed; hiia. at wKicb; tlra that Ha ^^nd h®®^, • 

exploring ■ a ■gray,el'^^^ 1 slahd ‘ and' found soiije ■ s'tf cuigs'^ ¥oc^ -format ioha^ 

He stated th®y; "picked, of thase- sainp^ and' thatr-FRED CRISiMr /later. '■. 

saw them and they' ^ant^hack;-^^^^ which time, additional: '. y 

samples were bbtaaneidy and' tha^^ a friend ;ofyhis. at the-./: 

Uhdyefs'ity of Chicago' itpyha^e^^ stated that ,they''feceiyed a ' 

report and that apparent iy •this: friefid/ a hewpapeimah/ tp. f ind 'out . 

;where the .rock forraatiphs-: 'Were dhtained, ■ / ClilSfilAN and DAHL . told- LANTZ' tha^^ : ’ ■ 
sometime .after hhe^ f ir st f st phy had appeared^ they fee eiydd- 
gram -from 'Trans~bheah PresSvf riimi '^'Chicago -want^ g ini U^ation on the. ^fifing' ■ ; 
disc /fra^eht s> 'FRED CRISMAN 'st'at.ehjth^ttdt^ at no /time indid^te^the./ , 

rock formatioris were a parfe^ipfi^^ disc and that Captaia,BIIJi^^TH..and 
KENNETH ARN01D_JijBrer-flot‘^^xn^rested' in. the/ and they/denied-. - 

giviriiltheif^^to^iiH ahd^^ A ■.. / ■ : •/:. ■. 


V ,. '. .MORRELLO, ..a United Press Wirenian, Taboihaj-:%ashihgion" 

furnished substantially the dame information that was ob'tained. frditi PAUL'LANTZ, 
the ■Tacon^.TimeSffeporter>',;r’egadding,,the anonymous phone calls which' , he had/' 
receiyed,. /He stated further tha-fc the 'fifst call he recei'yed .was/on; Ffiday,^-' ,h 
August 1, .at arbund :5;3P; P» M* V /At th^a time the caller stated 'that .the/B^^^S 
which crashed at; Kelsb, Washington was. carrying, disc, .fragments and that th® ‘ ■ 

two officers killed, were . Captain Davidson - arid Lieutenant BROIJW,. off icerb with 
Army/A-^2- Intelligence at Hamilton Field and. that the fragment's /wefe. top se^ 
matefial. He stated the calief - indicated that when, the. Am^. released '. the' /names 
of the-.dead officers it would -verify that the information hV was furbishing "was 
correctv ; MORRELLO stated that; the Secorid call he receiyed at apprbiximately ' 

:6 : 45. P. il# Friday, August. l at; .Which tm caller stated 'that' the 1^25 was '; . 
defini'beiy shot down and that if- hh contacted Army Intelligence A-2, - the m.an // 
in -charge would -not deny. it. ilGRRELLO staW the. man said t'o con- 

tact .Colonel GUYS, but i-fc was found out .it was Cblonel GREGG, who was in charge 
of Army Intelligehce A— 2, - The caller f dither stated that the. Sheriff '.s b^^^ 
had been kept away from the ;crasH and tha-t' no ci-vildanb had been" allowed, near 
the planer BiORREILO s-tated the third call /he received at 3i30- P» Mi, August ; 

arid, that this time the ca^llef .sta'fe^e.d th one of , the, men who had-' been, conferring 
with Captain SOTH -and Kl^ifeH'. was^. taken- to; Alaska tha-fc .‘day. '. ■"The caller 

.further, stated; that the B-25 'was' shot dowh from/the air with. s^/20 m,-m, panrion; 
that the Marine plane fptdid yrecehtiy-on Mt* . Rainier had aisOii.beeh':shQt'.d^ 
that Captain SB£ITH would' .be .taiceri- to y|f ight Field ■ Tuesday' morning'.' arid, that : a , 
United. Airliries pilot by t'Ka naffie'- pf MORGAN; f^ Captain' -SntH; -when they, ' 

were shot at oyer Moritanal. The dalier,.' stated he^^w leaying-, fof 'San Prancisco , 
arid would: be back -Tuesday;- W/'b' •/ : . / , ' ' ' .1 • ", ' ' ■ /--"i/y./ . 

: . PAUL LAICS'' and ..I'lORRElLO/^^^ stat.edy-i.ha't .'they/Had made 

very lit-fcle effort 'to> que'stibri tiie-' anonyaous caller, to obtainyhis identity 'a 
they felt*' it was useless .arid 'that; if they startjed- questioning -him/'/he wen '/• /'. 






• ' ■ ■ August 

refuse to furnish any farther information. ,■■ •■•. ’ ■ '••: ■ • .. ‘ ^ •: >' 

; V ' ■• .On August 5 j’ 1947 Spe.ciai. |Lgent DAVID A. JIacCUIXGCH was;;^ ^ 

'contact,a4:' in the :re'&iaent. agency/ off ice, Washington by 
At this time ■ asked if the Seattle Offihe Jwah. investigation the-"dra.sh; 

of the B- 25 ;ahd :he, whs informed, that no. 'investigation was being, cbnduOtiei ' by 
^ the . Seattle 'Office. CRISMAK. at this tinje... related m a rambling story that he •. 
'had .picked, up- some strange' rock foimatiphs'vwM forwarded to a friend"'. ' 

of. his in the. University of ' Chicago'Vtp have analyzed and- -that later in some ' ' 
manner unknown to him, these, 'rock- formations had been reported as being ■ frag- . . 
raents. of n-flylrig disc. ■( ' ■ '* ■ ■ .’ • • .. .' 

■ On August''7,.’’"i947 Fife CRISSIAN and HAROID 
viewed at- the Tacoma resident igency. office. 'Both DAHL and- CRISfj^ at f^-rst . 
denied any kno-wledge of how the ' rOck .formations' which they had pickei up to, 
have alalyzed, became conneoted with the flying disc stories. Both denied ■ ' 

making ar^,. statement to anyone that these rock formations were' portions of a 
.'disc fra^ent';.'. It -was apparent from the start .pf the interview that DAHL and 
. CHILIAN ■were not telling their complete and 'true 'connection -with the flyluig 
disc, story. .They refused .to gi-we any defini't S' information, as -to what .-they' said 
' or had .done' which caused ■them to become, inyol'ved in a flying, disc stOryi 'but 
gave evasive answers and -repeh'tediy stat-Sd that they had, nothing- to . dO: . with . it 
and were At' a-- loss to understand how they became connected .'vdih-the/flyin^g ,^ 
story*,, ■ After considerable que.stiormng,;; ‘they stated, that in' the’ ;Sarly,part\ Of 
June^hey sSnt to- RAY PADiER' .of ’ tiy\Zi'ff/ 7 Pavi;s_Pablishing Compahy which published . 
th^Pantasy m'agazine in Qhicaigo '■ahii.:^nA;-''Vsniure magazine in E-vahh^on;'; Illinois, 
some rock formatiphs" 'Which they 'had, found 'on 

, sent these foimatiohs, asking :PAIMER to have them, analyzed*, ; They ,s^ that 
later pADfe:.' wrote and asked for' more samples^ advising he jhad failed to analyze , 
the samples, ; CRISMAN and DAh.L’ s'latsd they sent atty additional samples . 

and that .the next they heard, regarding the rock •forma'tiphs which they, had .sent 
PAII.1ER was; ■when he called 'HAf&^ID' felt apid asked the rock formations could , 
have come from a flying, disci j . DAHL stated- he made some remark f hat .they possibly 
could have com.e- from a flying; disc, and that he immediately, sat dom 
a letter .'to PAIMER, which wAS;' in the latter' part of June •in;which'‘.he'-st^ / 

the material could have been portions of a flying disc. DAHL claimed tha't he. 
thought -he .told PAIMER o-ver the,' phone som.e'thing -about being- in his boat ■when /' 
he. obtained these rock formatiolis, but -sta'bed he could not ,reca3i v^ha't., he .had . 
written to PAIMER. and. Claimed /that .‘he passed the- whole thing off as.'a,',: 3 pke, ' 

CRISMAN and DAHL were ;que,sfipned at-Zleng-bh in an attempt to .obtain;; specific 
information as to exactly, what /each- one had done with regard to the 'rjbck forma- 
tions., However, each stated." 'bhait.'- the only .'thing they had' dpne, was tell RAY- PAlMER 
-the formations, could ;have.. come, from a •flying disc in view 'of -'the ' fact it appealed 
"that 's what he wanted them .'tp -say". : No /definite, inf orma-tion-.could be ob-tAined 
from either DAHL .or CRXfe^ /as -to -viiat each specifically/ had done to 'start -the 
flying disc', story. -,A ,. . ... , - . • ' ,' , 

' , . The sighed sta'bement which -was- obtained from CRfelAN 

','C i'-v': , -V, 
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DAHL and which they" .at^ rock formations had no connection vdth ’ ' 

any flying discs-; is' being ‘forward to the Bureau herewith. ■Thfe statement:, 
contains ho inf^brmatibri of value and. therefore is not being set forth .h^he in,.. V:. 

Regarding the .meeting- which xvas' held in the ¥inthr6p' Ho€ 
on Thursday,- .July '-3i, CRISl!AM>and''D|^ they both met V.KBm^ ARNdtD ' 

. there about ijOOiPi.-M,-'-. ‘;'.l'he.y they. all. left ARNOII|* s room about . 

■3:00 P, M.‘ 5ind t,hat CRi^iSlI .'t,OQk. .A Airport at Tacoma andl 

ARNOID' flew his. .plane:- to' Seattleiw^ .he picked up Captain 3iIIL:-MITH, . CRI^ . 
LIAM stated that he picked up: ARhOID -'and' SMITH at BAriy's Airport -abdut - 5:00 
P. M> and 'that .•HAROID:';DAHL.^;c'ame-.^ room, about 7:00 -PV M.-- ; - 

stated that he arid SIITH .left about 8:.^'P, iU\ when he drove SMITH ■tb.'.-SeaJitle' 
to get his . car and 'that DML.'^^^ this, time, CRIStfAN at'ated -they 

returned ahout 11:30- P, ,K. at .which time the Army Intelligence officers were 
in ARNOID's room and that . CRlSI.fAN , left abbut midnight. He stated-.that he - ' 
"returned to ARNOID’s room -Friday- afternoon for approximately .one.^haTf ;hour 
frcaa '^ t^O to 3 tOd , P. M. , ’ at time- 'ARN0n> and l^IITH were still there and 

neither seemed to be able to recall: if ' DAHL was in ARNOLD ' s room on Friday, 

August 1,. .The best that could he obtained f rom- CRISMAW and DAHL as to what , "- 

took place in ARNOLD'S room was to the . effect that most of the, talk was about 
■flyirig, that' no one seemed very interested in the rock -formations and. that , 

they, had no cormection as far' as they knew with any flying disc'i CRISIIAN'- 
Stated that KEMMH ARNOLD ■vy^anted to,, obtain pictures of the. place .where the 
rock formations were obtained and that 'jbhe Army Intelligence- Officers, did not - 
appear to be interested in any manner whatever,... •. : - 

, .. . HAROIS) DAHL’ Operates the Commercial Lumber - Compahy at 2-35 

Miilwater Avenue, Tacoma, Washington: and FRED, CRrSMAN has recently been • 
working with him buying timber. They have also been associated', with 'tibe^arb^r 
Patrol Association at Tacoma, '‘Washington which furnishes patrol/and pqlibe‘"’pTO- 
tbctioh'-to ^parts' of. the harbor area which are not patrolled by%Tacoma. police 
or Sheriff’s officers. FRBD; CRISMAN. resides at 125 Woodland,. Tacoma,- Washington, 
Army serial number 0-7 58-9 the war he was a pilot .and it , is, believed 
presently, holds a Reserve Officer's comavissioh as a Captain. , > 

• ■ Regarding -the B-25 'Which crashed, killing CJaptain -DA'7IDS0N 

and Lie’utenarit BBCWN of the ,4th Aire Forces, Captain ROBERT .G. BJCMING, A-2 
Officer, Me Chord Field, advised that this. investigation of the crash reflected . 
an exhaust stack- had burned out on the left .engine: which in turn- ca’ugh'b the. 
left ■wing 'afire and that ■when ■fche left-wing broke off, it,alsb:'brbke,bff the 
tail. The plane, at the •time : of the- crash vras. carrying Captain, DAVillSOM, 
Lieutenant .BROPiN,' the. hitc.hr-hiker.'and, a man as Grew Chief tb :t^e -care of the ■' 
:airplane. The: Crew Chief and the hitch-hiker, parachuted to safety, but .Captain- 
DA^^SON and Lieutenant BROW were killed. . He .state'dy that their inviestigat'ion; ‘ 
reflected no indication of any’- sabotage ■whatever. . .. • 

A ' check ,6-f the r.e.cords, of the 'i’lJinthrop Hotel a't , Tacoma'^, , v 
Washington revealed ; that. KEIOTETH ARNOLD^ giving his address as.' Route ■#1>, Mount- . 
view Drive, Boise, Idaho- rented room 502- from 'July 30 at 7:43 P.v M«'’-'untll ': “ 
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Augiist 3. '' A record of - tW^horie calls.made froni room;- 502 ' during ,th period . • ' , 

■ was .made;‘ by_ lliss Si^A^I^MGBEjilGk This record reveals that KENNETH ARNOID- on ' . 

July 3lXo'aHed PAIlSR'a AN-5200, Evanstqhj.-ll,!yLnOisj\holi^ On, the rsarae-„ 
date called lieutenant BROTilN at 5800 Hamilto'h Fieid,^^' collect* • . 
ARNOID alao called D109-J- din Boise, IdahO'^dn "ju]y‘‘31* 0^ 1 ARNOID called • 

LON-4936, Portlandj -I=;^AIMER at Dearborn; V'5^ Ghic'kgdj; and SS/IITH called RODDY 

at Dearborn; 23^3 at ; Chicago. Both - Chicago call^ collect . The remainder ' 

of the /calls ap|)ear ;'t ’0 be perspnal,;cails/and are not being /set out . . A record 
of the phone calls 'made are- being- retaihed as an exhibit in the Seattle Office. 

' / V The foilowin|. information was obtained by Special Agent ■ 

■FIEHRE H. lEVEG : in Intei^iew’ on' August- 12, ,1947 with Captain EMIL J,, ailTH^ 

3027 West. Laurehurst Drive,'.' United Airlines pilot : It should be' noted that / 

'Captain aCITH has previously /received. pubMcity for having supposedly /seen 
flying discs or similar objecta on . J,uly ,4y last/v?hile on a routine j^i,ted Air- 
lines flight, out of Boise, Idaho -in company with his co-pilot RAIH^I^EVENS, . 
concerning this /incident. Captain SMITH states that- they took off from /Boise, - 
Idaho at' 8:12 P. M., -and headed Northwest at 300 degrees and while still climbing 
at^.8,000 feet-, cd-pilot STEVENS called his attention to somie objects in the/ ' 
sky ahead of them about ten degrees left/ which neither one Could .identify. 

/ailTH states that he called a CAA radio operator at Ontario, Oregon and reques- / 
ted him' to/st'ep. out side his radio shack and; see. if he could see any of these, „• 
objects overhead,. The CAA radio • operator replied in the negative. 

■ - ■ . ■ : Captain SMITH, states that he -first met KEI-INETH ARNOID on;. -: 

July 5 in the offices/ of the Seattle Post Intelligencer where both were being ; 
interviewed concernir^ their sighting of . flying discs, S!;!ITH states that he . - 
next met ARNOID about three .■'vfeeks ago in ,Bdise> /Idaho at which tojne .- he, SfilTH,- . ' 

was on another flight through Boise> Idaho and had a ten minq-^ lay-over there. 

On this 'occasion ARNQil) .vias in company, of Captain- ITlLLIAM L^^AVIDSON eind - 
Lieutenant FRMK Army Intelligence officers, and "a -reporter JOHNSON 

of the' Boise Statesman. SJiTH.'s next -contact with ARNOLD was 'on Thursday, ' 
July , 31 ,. last when he received a. telephone call .from ARNOLD calling from Tacoma, 
in the early afternoon at which time, he asked SMITH to come . over to /Tacoma and ■ 
join him- as he was investigating a flying disc, story for '• somepne;' back East''/ 
and some fragments' -were involved which BIGTH' might be interested in seeing* 

After some discussion S.IITH agreed to join ARNOLD ih Tacoma and ARNOLD told /, 
SMITH he' would , 'fly over and pick -him up at Boeing Airport at 4:00 P. M.' SlilTH -■ . 
met ARNOLD at Boeing, Field at about 4 *00. M* 'and they fle-w- to./Berry' s Airport 
at -Tacoma, Washington' where, they were' met ...by FRED- CRISLIAN, .■ Ihe,, three of them 
proceeded in CRISIvNU^ ' s car to the Winthrop,. Hotel '.where ARNOID, was, occupying ' ,, 
room 502 *. ARNOLD -ordered scmethihg-t o'’ eaf during this time either ARNOLD 
or CRISLIAN /called- a HAROID' DAHL •And invited .him up to th room;. ,By ' 'this time - 
SMITH states he. had learned from ARNOLD that CRISIAN and DAHL were the parti- - 
cipants in the latest flying dlsc story 'and SI.IITH; states that he had no previous ' 
acquaintance with either-.'of , these mk^ before meeting them in Tacoma on- this date./ 
Iilhile in the Hotel Room ARNOiD'ahowed/SE''ETH a letter /•which he had received /from ' 
RAYMOND PAH-ER of the .Venture Press' of Chicago 'requesting that '’ARNOLD', investigate- 
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• .the.' CEilSMAW^DAHL story in TacomSi*, ..' AENDID' ir^onped SLUTH at this time'yt^ y ■ ;. 

after ■ receiving' this .letter he had ■ called PADfiSR by telephone in Ghibago ' 

as a result of ■which call PAIMER' had- forwarded him $200.00 expense- .money 

for cbyerihg the .story. Shortly' :theneafter, at about 7 j 30:P. M. HAROLD DAPIL ; , 
arrived at’- the; Hotel room and .thetdiscussion began among the four men present . • ; 
as to what.DAHL, and, CRISMAN had. seeh Island, DAHL professed reluc'- - 

tance to tell the.’ story, claiming' that, several unfortunate incidents had 
occurred subsequent ’to' his seeilig;the> flying discs and he believed the entire • 
incident had brought him .bad .luck connection, he stated that four or 
.five days Subsequent ;;_tc h.is sightihg . the flying discs, a man called at: his 
. home, and had a , cqnyersatioh'Tsith- .-him the course of which DAHL was warried to 

• forget all abbht- ever^hii^y-^^^^ or near Maury Island, ' , In; additioh - 

to that, DAHL stated that .hiahsixteen year, old sOn had’run away .from home. ■ ^ 

following the, incident ■ and had 'been picked up by the police, somewhere in' -. ■ 
Montana. . After some further; ydlscussion DAHL finally agreed,- to tell his. story, * . 
of the flying disc.- ihcident iix front of 'SIITH after eliciting 'a* promise •, from, ' 
SP.riTH that he would- hot discuss thematter for at least two weeks. It-;, shbu'ld' ■ 
be noted that DAHL 'ha'd’.preyioUsiy .told his story to ARNOLD' and GRISIAN, . At 
this point DAHL related -the ihcid'erit which has already -been described and which 
he alleged had taken' place bn- or about June 23 or -24, While relating the , ' , 
incident DAHL me.ntioned that- he 'had ;taken pictures; of the ■ flying ydisc .vhich ' 

he, had seen but -that ■'the' printed film.s Ff.re marred with -white spots. ' Wlien’ • 

DAHL, had concluded his .story, CRISfiAN related that he had gone the ‘following 
day to Maury Island- to .yerify i'Wha't’ DAHL, had told him concerning the f ragments. • 
and had at this ' time picked, .up sbyefal fragmehis ’-and taken them . with him. At . • 
this time GRiaiAN related that-' he .also ' saw; one of the flying discs hovering ', 

• oyer the Island but that It -..Had - d-isappeared into a cloud, '. tfhe'n DAHL and GRISIAN 
had, finished telling their stbry ARNOLD , -told the group, that he had earlier in ' 
that evening called Gaptain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROj'JN, Army Intelligence 
officers and that they Were on their way, to the Ho.tel room. At this point -DAHL 

■ protested that'-he did not wisff to' . tell ;his stbry before anyone else and he . 

■was . advised by afITH- that if’;-such -Was the .case why didn't he yust leave "and'^nbt 
be there when .they- arrived, '.. GRISMAN, DAHL and SIITH then left the room and ' ' 

; went downstairs . , DAHL departed adohe CRiSlilAN ' drove SMITH back 'to Boeing Field 

• near Seattle where ailTH.des'ired to pick up his own personal car, 'which 'he: did,. 

• They then returned to the Hotel -where .they found Gaptain DAVIDSON and Lieutenan't 
BROIW in room 502 Tfiith KENNETH ARNOLD, ARNOLD met then at the door ; and“'seemed ; 
excited, explaining to SMITH that Gaptain DAVIDSON had just dra-wn a-; reproduction 
of a- freak disc vfhich had supposedly been seen by a woman in Arizona. and that .- , 
this drawing was ah 'exact reproduction of the flying disc, which he , ARNOLD , had 
seen- several weeks he'fore, . hearing Mt. Rainier, SI.CETH states that shortly -after 
this CRISlAJi seemed very anxious to,';'tell his and.'DAHL's story to the Army offi- . 
cers. Before this was- done.,' -rhoweveri' SilTH' had a discussion .with Lieutenant 
BROi^, informing him that, they •-'ha'd promised DAHL not -to .release the ' story for 
tvro, -weeks ■'■and 'that if ORISON ’were allowed to tell the story at this' time, - BROITN^ 
and DAVIDSON must agree hot. to .release , the story for one month ■ Following this- 
agreement i . GRISLIAN related DAHL* s and. his -: Story: of , the flying discs over! Mauiry - 
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Island to ‘:6R0®IK: -and DAVIDSON. Following tills recitation, lieutenant BROTIN, 

:in answer, tO;';a^/^^ .3JITHi> daxd .that he And Captain were ol \ 

the ppiMon.' thafe t might be :spme^;Wuth in, ’.thp current flying disc stories,! 
but .that- -their 'intnediate superiors;7(^ at Hamilton Field) did not ; 

agree with them.- BRCVJN and DAVipSONtthen held a brief disciission as to whether 
they , should return that same night' and they de^cided'^that: = ' f , 
they would; All five of the met - then; went dowi to the lobby whOre, BROSM - , \ . 

detached himself from the 'group-land -ehtered a phone booth to call;. ^for a par ' 
from McChord . Field. aillH alsp ilef^^^^^ met BROV*® outsldV the'- php.ne' 

booth where they , held a,";shortr!!^isc'ussioh rela-tive to the credibiiity of CRIS- 
MN and iDAHL's story. . BROV® indicated to SIITH that he should attewt to find 
out if the story was ph:;.the jlevel BR07® would call him the following 

day regarding this;;ma-tter.^ then proceeded to the front ot the Hotel 

at v-rhieh time C.RlSSt^; brought His car to the front of the Hotel and toot 
his trunk; a box of the alleged flying disc fragments picked up bn Maury Island. 

He offered them tb BR01;JN. and DAVIDSON and when the Army car arrived from McChbrd 
Field the. box of fragments -was placed in’ the car vd.th the officers. CRISMAN 
departed alone.' arid APfNOUD- and ;BilTH went in .search, of .something to eat -and later ^ 

’ returned to the Hotel for the. night. ^ ; 

. ' ■ ■ ; > . ' On Friday ■ morning, .August 1, I 947 , ARNOO) received a call ■ 

from CRISMAN informing him- that! a. B-2 5 had crashed during the night and it was ' 
belie-red to be the same plane 'which BROWN and DAVIDSON were f lying. Fpilowing 
this call CRIStiAN and DAHE- came -bo. the. Hotel room and from the room 'CRI SIAN! ■; , 
again called McChord Field iti an attempt to get. infomatioh' about the prash.;'-- , 
SMITH took the -phone frcm CRISMAN. and spoke to a Oolbnel GREGG, identifying' 
himself and asking if the B-2i which crashed was the only one whidh. had, taken ■' 
off from McChord Field the previous, night. GREGG told him that , it m 
ing this call ARNOLD 'called Ramona PAIiffiR in Chicago and informed him of the - 
previous night ' s conversatiohs ;.and: the fact that DAVIDSON and BRG,ilN were believed 
to have been killed.' PALIffiR told ARNOU) ' to discontinue his investigation of 
: the incident and! that he, PAIMER, was no longer interested. i^IlH then took ; 
the- phone from AENOID. and asked PAIICER if he Could ' shed any light on the 
situation. SIITH w;as unable to say what PAIMER's reply to CRESMAN was,. Fbl- 
lowing these telephone discussions S.IITH says -that he called IM.URICE^^l'Y whom - - 
he identifies; as a personal frie.hd of his and. an a-viation editorrof^the Chicago 
Times. , StllTH, states that he had previously made an agreement with ROPDI in ’ 
Chicago that should he ever run across any flying disc stories which showed >. 
promise of news value, that he would contact, RODDY and this .pall’was. 'a ^;res^u^ 
of that agreonent. Shortly afterward, .Colohel GREGG called him from, 

Field stating that Hamilton, Field had requested' that ARNOID, StlTH, . CRI2MAN: 
and DAHL , submit their addresses .to Hamilton Field f Or convenience of .any Army . 
investigation of - the . incident which may be .forthcoming . After -this pall the 
four men went to- d restaurant f Or lunch. . During .the course of this ■meal^^a 
excused himself fiom. the table, .and attempted tp call SAC BOBBITT, of the Port- , 
land Field Office, Federal Bureau of ; Investigation with whom he.'cialras' acquaih-T,,, 
tance, BOBBITT, however,' vms unavailable and SIETH was- unable '.to- -compiete the 
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call, After returning to the^ot®! i’opm, a !Tac'Ctea Times 'reporter called . ’ 
attempting to gain inf oimrti.oh,-/feut they, did^ n give him any^ - ^ . 

, MORREiLp of the' United' Press,; call^^^ andj SSITH spoke to him on the' telephone' - 
but refused, to .gtVe; put-.ahy'.lnfoi'mrt S;iIT,H further ; relates"; tha;t while , 

; the four men were i‘h 'the' rrdem' at th^ envelope :was- shoved undervthe “ 

door, and that he'netrieved' it; trPm - the 'floor. SilTH state's", that the appearance - 
of '‘this e'hvelop'esi’^ed'’ tot startle. and that in f act, " CRI$MAN 

turned ■white 'as 4 'sheet. 0 ^ unsigned which was a 'donraiu- 

ni.cation to 'the Hotel, advising; that'. a, strike; of .Hotel Employees -was, eni^’ent and ' 
that '■guests shpdld hot, .expect iropm telephone service, much longer ' Shortly 
after this ihcideht^ DAHL aridhP^^ the hotel room .after promising to ■' 

take 'ARNOLD and ''StETH to i/Iaury' Island hhe following mCrnihg, ' (Saturday) , ARNOLD 
and Sf.liTII rthen; went ,brt fo'r dinner and on hheir returh, SE/IITH found a note.- in 

• the box requesting'him. tp cail'.a, certain telephone number. 'He did this . frcsn- . •. 
the Hotel room 4nd;ha,shanswered by LANTZi Tacpma -Times report erh,vh6 requested 

: SMITH t.o go out 'and' call. him' from a pay station, SMITH complained and was; / ■ 

:. informed, by LANTZ that- two ahon,^ous telephone calls had been received ,hy ■ 
him that, a discussion regarding .flying disCs' had'been taking place . in room 502 • 

, at the ‘"i'/inthrop Hotel which, involved Army Intelligence officers, .From the 
information .which LANTZ had reCeivedj SSiilTH -was 'honvinced that, the anonyrious , 
caller must have been present: at, the discussion also, as -LMTZ 'was seemingly 
in possession of pertinent remarks which had ..been made in the room, PATH 

• • states that he. did not give" LANTZ any further information :and that, in Conclu- 

sion of the call, he returned to the .Hotel room and he and' 'ARMOLD., retired for 

■ the night* 

■ ■ \ On Saturday 'mornirig,, August 2,' 1947 .Sli'TH redeived a ;teleh 

■phone call from !, MAURICE RODDY' in^ Chicago, but xms unable to give him -any ' 

' further information, SJ.1ITH advised him, however, that he would call him back 
at 2,r30 that afternoon, DAHL then called from a' coffee shbp .nearby and ARNOID 
and. SI'IITH joined:' DAHL, CRISMAM and an uniknovm man in the Coffee: Shop for, ^ . 

. breakfast. The. unknown person was discussing-some lumber business with DAHL • 
.and left after breakfast, , On leaving the coffee shop, SLIITH asked DAHL '..about 
the negatives of the photographs which he claimed to have taken ■Cfrthe'vfl^ 
discs,- DAHL said the negatiyes. were in the glove compartment of ,hi's Car■,' ■but '• 
a search of the. .instant glove, compartment was fruitless. The four then pro- 

• ceeded in .CRlaiAN^ s car to the .'dock where they were to embark for -Maury Island, 
The. boat, however,, could not be started -and' the trip was postponed until later 
in the dhy, While at the dock, ' however, 'S.-IITH asked to ' be, shown the- damage 
to the boat which, had allegedly occurred when the fragments showered down . on 

■ Maury Island. CRlS|5AN pointed out whatrmay have been repairs to the windshield ■ 
and lights on the boat, but SLIITH- 'was. not personally' satisfied that these repairs 
were -made' as a result .of ;any -such incident, C.RISilAN and DAHL' then drove ‘ARNOLD 
and"'SJ,IITH back> to the Hptel. at approxirtiately 10:45 A. M. and CRISS-IAN -tbld- 

. he would call them later on and that they wo,uld go .to MaUry Island, On 'return'!-, • 
' ing to the: Hotel, -S^EETH cailed:^^ LANTZ ' at' the Tacoma Times as a resul't,. of.;. which- 
call h® : ®-nd ARNOLD met LANTZ at. -the, C'o-ffee Shop across the street from - the; 
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Winthrop Hotel. §i-JlTH stated that the purpose of this meeting was to tyy to - 

find out something ;more about the. anonymous phone calls which LANTZ had told ' 

•him about. He and ARNOID still ref used . to ' give out any further information.' ' ’ 
^;hegafding, the Thursday evening conferende, to LANTZ and were/infomed. by LANTZ, 

■'that the Tacoma Times was afraidv'of^-heing; stooped on the story and was going .. ’ 

to' print somethir^- on that day,' ^ -SMITH and, ARNOLD then returned 'td the Hotel ■ 

and shortly 'thereafter received a '.phone call fhom .CRISJ'IAM but the call was 
. cut off by the switchboard operator, since it was not an emergency call, .SMITH 
and ARNOLD then returned to the Hp-tel'- lobby where they found a telegram from “ 

DAHL asking them to 'call him at .eitKer Broadway or Proctor 7733 > 3-1 ITH is not 
sure of the : exchange. SMITH called this number, but DAHL was not there, ' SMITH . ' 
states that he went then to the Ifes'tern Union Telegraph Office and- dispatched 
a collect telegram to MAURICE RQDDY At the Chicago '.Times: which contained a • 
brief' resume ^of the ^incidents .v/hich had occurred and vAiich requested RODDY to : ' 
wire SIItTH :a telephone number where RODDY, could, be reached after 6:00 .P.M* 

SMITH states .that, he has never received an answer to that 'wire,- Foliowing. 

'thiSj .SMITH states that he and AMOLD that hp and ARNOLD, were sitting irt the 
lobby' of the ..02ympic Hotel when LANTZ entered and , gave them each a copy df the 
latest- edition of the Tacoma Times 'Vdiich contained a story, hinting. at sabotage 
in the crash of. the Amy B-25 which killed Captain DAVIDSON and- Lieutenant BRONN. 
SaTR stated that he .and ARNOLD continued to occupy seats in the Hotel; lobby 
most of the, afternoon inasmuch', as- they were- Unable,. to receive calls in the. Hotel / 
room' due to .the Hotel employees' :,s'trike. He rela'tes, that he received a 'call 
in the late afternoon, from LANTZ advising him to 'call LANTZ that, e'vening' at • C 
8:30 as -LANTZ had: further information regarding, the anonymous, calls* -^ITH also \ 
received a telegram -re que'sting. that' he Call Boise 6000 which, he did and found ... 
that it vfas JOHNSON^of the Boise Statesman,. He refused to give . JCHNSON- any 
further infdmatioh at this time. - However, shortly ' ■thereafter, JOHNSON called.; 
from Boise and advised, SSiilTH;. that the. Amy, had released a story through Brigadier 
General SHRAM re'Vealing the confidential as sighme.nt ..which BROvJN and DAVIDSON ' 
had been engaged o.n,' • In' view of this, release, JOHNSON requested SMITH 'to answer 
one. question for 'him 'which was, ''Viiere they carrying any alleged disc fragments • • 
on the plane? " .'and 'SJ.QTH answered, '"Yes, they ■were,'.' Folio-wing this SMITH 
cal.led LANTZ as . per his earlier. request and was .infomed that HORRELLO of the 
United Press had' received ano-ther anonymous phone call .-at -I'Aiich time "the voice" 
said that the -Army B-25 :,o.arrying Uaptairi DAVIDSON and Lieutenant ■BROl'.'N had 
been shot down with 20, m,m, shellsiand that the Marine plane found -on Mt., , 

Rainier had .also been shot do-wn with 20 ra.m. shells*. ."iThe .voice went -on to^ s-tate 
that SMITH would be' called back to Tfright _Field on ' Tuesday, -TJhen.KORRELLO '.h . 
asked -w^hy he was giving out this infomation the- caller replied that it -was, ■ 
not for the benefit, of the newspapers, but -that he was , interested in.seeing , 
that ' the inf ormation got back to' New, Jersey. ' The -yo ice als0‘ informed MORRELLO ' ; 
at this time that. .. One of .the two' persons who had been talking to ARNO^ and 
Si,IITH had now left -for Alaska. As a -result of this' latter bit.,of :infonnatioh 
■ SMITH decided to; find out if CRiaiAN or DAHL had. left- town. He located •DAHL' . 
at the Sunset Theatre and Dahl Came to the . Hotel- and met SMITH- and ARMOLDi 
They were, unable to locate CRISMM by phone and DAHL left saying that ..he would . ' 

try to find out 'where .iCRiajAN was .and that he would; call them tomorrow- (Sunday) , 
and that they would go out -.to Maury Island at that, time. After DAHL left, , - 

V 





rP- 




- • ‘ >- u‘ ' '"* ■ ' ” *■ '•■ > ■ ' ‘.I* • '■,•!■ ^ ‘ .■ . . ■ . '. ' - 

■ V" '1 .' w -;■■■■>•«■ • ' '■ ^ 'ir- V-- •,. .• ’ 

. ''•: , , ■ '^,^^■'''■\=■^V ' ■ ••,. August.^, .IS 



akTH -and 'ARNOli^^^^^ the ‘Tacoma Times. Office v/here a reporter met them 

and .took- th^^^^ in the United Press Office, there they read’ the 

late stjpress' releases and had a discussiort. with MORRELLO regarding the anonym 
mous phone call’s* ' In the course of this-diacussion MORREIJjO mentioned the V 
. name , of Major GEORGE SANDERS, Euhlic^’Relati■phs Officer at McCHord Field ^as :’ ,.. 
being one of the officers intertsted. in': the 1^ , - ..- 


. Following this, discussion mth MORREIID, at 
ailTH states they still refused* to. divulge any further information, aJITH and 
ARNOLD returned to the Hotel for the night. 


- . • Oh>>Suhday moihihg, 'Augu^^ DAHL appeared at the 

Hotel room and told them that he had received a .letter from CRISMAN'uvhich; said ' 
in effect, "Take care*: of my ;bUs^ .i?ll be out of town, for three or ’four 

days." DAHL had a kett’ef with him* but' he. did not ' show it to SMITH , or ARNOLD., 

The three men. then ..drove to 'DAHl's secretary's house in South Tacoma'’‘ahd 
picked her up and. the .four of’ them then went to breakfast on the South Taccma 
highiray, ii'Jhile the four of them, then' went to;. breakfast 3IITH .excused himself 
and called Major SANDERS at McChord' Field ’and .arrar^ an appointment to meet 
him at t be Hotel lobby, at U:00.A. M* They then took DAHL' s secretary to,:- her; 
home where DAHL ’■'picked' up a typewriter • arid-then drove S£ITH and , ARNOLD back- ' 
to the Hotel, They asked him if he was' going to take them to. Maury’ Island that 
day and he replied -that he was. nott Re-, further -.stated that he. -was sick' of the 
• entire business- and that if. he was ; e’Ver contacted by the Amy or the. authprities 
he was goirig to de^ ’e'ver ha-vlng seen anything and claim . to be "the biggest liar 
that ever lived", 'Shortly, after returriing' to the Hotel, SMITH; met Major SAITOERS- 
in the lobby and they went in -MITH ' s car to ,a coffee shop .iri- South Tacoma where 
.SMITH proceeded to tell Major SANDERS the entire story of tbe incidents which 
had occurred in Tac.oma regarding .the CRISiHAM and DAHL story since' .Thursday 
afternoon. •Follo'vttng this, SMITH- took Major, SATOBR^ to, -the Hot el -'and .intro- 
duced' him to ARNOLD and suggested . to, ARNOLD that he also tell Major SAI®ERS’ the 


entire story of what had oPcurred.i ’ ARNOID- did--.so. Major SANDERS after looking 
at the, fragments vilch were- still -in the room suggested that they drive but to .- 
the ,:Stoelter: near Tacoma as he believed' the. slag at the Smelter -would bear ,a - ' ' ■ 

distinct resemblance to these, fragments. The three men then drove to the’ Smelter 
and the slag was noted- to be .definitely s-ln-iilar to the fragmehts iidiich GRiaSAN 
and DAHL had left in the Hotel room. . They then .returned to . the Hotel room and 
•'Major SANDERS left . them. After; packing their, bags, SCCTH took ARNOLD to Berry '’s 
Airport where his .plane .was parked' and' then SillTH- drove himself back -to Seattle. 

.About ;an . hbur- after .his "arrival in Seattle, -i^fhich kas , 
approximately 7*30 P. M., .LANTZ of the Tacoma Times appeared at SfllTIi's home 
with the newspaper, containing -the Associated Press story which had originated: . 

in Boise, Idaho in the- Boise. Statesman and vtfhich was wri-tten'ty J0HNS(2I follo'vd.ng .- 
.SliTH's. admission -to him 'that -fragments had been carried by Lieutenant BROVJN and 
Captain DA’VIDSON on -the fatal B-25 flight,, SSCtTH , at this time continued'* to, ' . 

• .refuse to give any statements for the Press-’and told LANTZ that, he had placed - ^ 

, ' " J.,.' , , -■ : "■ b;;::- . ;• ' ^ '''• :■ 
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: all of his information ,1^ of the' Army.: -.S^HTH stated that ’ a... coi^le. '; ■ ■. 

of days later .he • called tejor- SANDERS at Me and asked If there . . 

was, any .recent information concerning the incident, SilTH states that Major 
SAtlDSRS informed'him that CRISMABf had not;, yet been ’contacted> '■ but that' the 

• .Federal Bureau of Investigation was •^setting a trap, for him". SOTH further ' 

.• / advises that on Friday, August .S, :d947-,/he5'3'PP®2ired before .law UOLAN ^ ' 

;at the ; County-City Building, Seatible andmade a deposition of the facts relating 
to the indidents in. Tacoma f rpm %'ursday .aftern^^^ July 31^ las-b until" Sunday , 

■.. • morning, August 3,.< last. ; - V . • 

- ; "■ - A ;ebpy of .thid deposition is.rnow in possession of the, writer 

and is being- fonmrded herewith^. t^ the Bureau, ft . should be noted that this ■ 
deposition is 'in ho. way as. complete as ^ t^^^ statement taken by the writer, above . 

• and any setting out of this, .deposltibn.: in this communication would be;, superfluous’, 

• ■ ' .'.^Copies; of this. .communication, are being sent to. the Bu'bte,:. 

. Portland, san Francisco and, Chicagp”;Offices for their inf oimatipn only. Unless. 

advised by the Bureau to the Gorttrary, instant investigation is considered closed 
. . by this office,- ■ 

. , ■ For the information of . the Bureau, Captain R. G. BJORWING, 

. Intelligence Officer, McChord Field,. Ft;.' Levds, Uashington advised at. the weekly 
O.N.I.-S.I.D.-F.B.r. Intelligence conference that’ the Public Relations Officer 
at McChord Field had received a telephone.-call from an individual at Army Air-^-' 
Forces .Headquarters at Washington,' D. C - during which call the Public Relations - 
Officer was requested to obtain a' sighed , statement from DAHL and CRISMAN -which. 

• could be published' and thus publicly close the. matter. Captain BJORNING further 
related that he had no additional information- in this matter and that .he did 

. , not handle it. - , ' v ■' . ■ 

... Very. truly yours, '■ . . 


ENCLOSURES . '. ■ 

DAM,*PHLdfEK 
100-18945 , 

GO Butte 

Portland 
San Francisco' 
Chicago : 


ySmK B. WILCOS^ 
Special Agent in_Gharge 
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signed statement of fred L. Crisman 


and Harold A. Dahl 


Re: FLYING DISCS SIGHT® BY FB™ 

Tacoma, Washington 
SS - X 


CRISMAN and HAROLD A. DA.HL 


August 5,iy47 


HAROLD A. -DAHL and HRED CHISMAK malce the following- foluntary statement 
to SA DAVID A. MAC CULLCCH of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

In the early 'part of June 1947 vje picked up some strange rock formations 
from: a gravel -pit- on Maury-island-, Washington,- 'S'J'e sent a box (cigar) 
of these fragments to RAY PAIMER of Venture Magazine at Evanston Illinois 
to have' it analyzed. ■ ■ 


Later* PAIMJR' wrbte' and asked -for- a'dditidnar 
failed to have them analyzed. 


samples' stating that he had' 


Around the later part of June a fev: days after the first disc stories 
started PAIMIR contacted us by phone. He told us not to tell the news- 
papers, ^out the_fragment_s and hejffoud.d pay_ for an excl^ _ 

the fragments could be from a flying disc. 

One of us told him the fragments could have been from a flying disc. 

Just after, our phone conversation HAROLD DAHL wrote a letter to RAY 

PALMER -Setting- out -some- notes etc. regarding the -fragments and - 

indicating they could have come from flying discs. 


The next thing we heard was about the first of July when we got a 
Trans Ocean Press telegram from -Chicago- asking Bas± about- these flying- 
disc fragments. We told them to forget the entire matter. 


The next we heard of these fragments was when we were called by 
EEKNETH' ARNOLD tb'^meet'with' 'hiiiT ih-'tlTe 'Wlnthfbp' Hotel oh' July '31, 1947 


We told him exactly how we had found' the fragments and had forvj’a'rded them 
to- PAIMER to be aiialyzed. , . _ 


The_ above is the entire and true story as regards..pur_ co.nneetion.,with 
the flying disc stories etc. wMcji^riginated over the ore samples which 
we. sent. to. be . analyzed, . .. 
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3“* S. f|#st duly aworn> on oatn^ deposes 


^is is a nari;atlire sf^at^enfi^ as to what took place in 
f acorn from dPharsday, d'aly >1 nntiX Sunday i, dn^st 3* 


Thursday I TOceiired a tel ©phone call 
Kenneth drnoid. The ^st of this conversation 
it nn^i^d he a good idea for bb to come to 
story of two: men whose names wore Fred Crismon 
JEhisj(;ennd1^XAr|u:>iAJE?had_m@ti^ 


from Tacoma from a 
was that he thought 
and listen to the 
and Earold ])ahl» 


at thh office of the in Seat tie for h ,v%py 
second time in Moise.^ Idaho I was passing 
my trips# 


hrief' time and the 
through on one of 


In this conversation with Arnold on the phone » I made the 
statment that it would be impossible for me t© go over to Tacoma 
due to my going out to Salt Lake City the next morning* He said 
that he would fly over from Tacoma and pick me up at Boeing Field* 

I agreed to this proposition from Arnold# At 4o* clock I met 
Arnold at the Boeing Field €lM we flew back and landed at Barry *s 
Airport# We were picked up at the airport by Fred Crismon^ who 
drove the two of us into the linthrop Hotel# We went up to Hoorn 
502 Crimon# Arnold and myself # 


Fred Criamon put a teiephone call into Harold Dahl and 
aske^ him iwuld he come up to tie room# d half hour later Harold 
Dahl made his appeax^ce# At this tiUme there were four mei in the 
rocm Criamon^ Dahl# Amoid^ and myself# Mr# Arnold asked We* 

Dahl to relate his story as to what took place on June 24* Mr# 

Desi was very hesitant about telling the story to me# Arnold and 
Mr# Crismon were already a^mu^e cf the statements that Dahl had made 
previous# Dahl ^de the statement to me that if any statements 
-hfiLJwbnld:' ii^e_ reiatJ^ve^to -hi^^ story#, if. I. jt? < mid_keep_iJt:^ copf id eiitial^ 
for^wo wc^s* that %© felt definitely that I would want forget 
the whole thing# X made the statemecit to Mr* Dahl that as far as I 
was/ concerned* I would keep any stat^ents he mad© to me confidential 
for at least two weafes. 

Here is Dahl*s stoics On lune 24 (this date to be cheeked 
later) he was in a boat owned by Fred Crismon, who owns the Harbor 
fatrni t n Tacoma# They Mr* Dahl, a Mr# Knight* and Mr. Dahl*s 
son i [ were oraising around Maury Island looking for logs that 

l^d broken away from booms* They were fairly close to shore of 
Maury Island v;hen they saw four or five objects in the sky at an 
altitude of approximately. 1500 feet# He said these objeots were 
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100 feet itt diameter^ oirculasp ia stape^ aad it appeared that 
ttere was a hole la tte oeater of eaoh as he eoold see the sky 
through this hole* Be also meatioaed that oh the inside of the 
eirole or the hole, that pcurthoies were visible, fheir speed was 
negli^ble as they appeared to hover over a given spot* One of 
these objects appeared to be in trouble. Another object oas» 
over and appeared to make eontaet. After making this contact for 
approximately two minutes, it rose to its original position. 

At this time the object that appeared to be in t rouble 
seemed to throw a lot of debris from one of the portholes, ^hese 
objects then disappeared from view. Some of this debris that 
landed broke in the wheelhouse of the bc^t« the spotlight, and 
■ t h e - tel aa^ir---^ldble-thi3--d^^ waS-'falli3E^,--t[ffl-boyHand^^ — - 

got off the boat and hid under logs. This debris that fell 
killed our dog and a sea gull. I asked Mr. Dahl what was done with 
the dos* 'He made the statement they threw the dog Into the water. 

^Phis story was told to Mr# Crlsmon. who the next day 
went out to this Island to check on this story. He verified the 
fact of the damage to the boat, also to the fact that there appeared 
-to be tuite a few pieces of either rock or metal on the shoi^. Mr. 
(^i^scn also stated that while he was over there investigating on 
Maury Island, he also saw a disk#, fhis disk was of the same shape 
and contour as the objects explained by Mr* Dahl. 

At this point Mr. Arnold clarified for me as to the reasons 
he was investigating this story, Mr. Arnold stated that he received 
a letter from a Mr. Eaymond Palmer, supposedly editor of the Tenture 
Press, Evanston. Illinois, The gist of this letter was that Mr. 

Palmer received a letter from ID?, i^dil and Mr. Crismon. also a 
package of the so- fragments that were found on J&ury Island. Mr, 
Paln^r also made the statement In the letter that the Chicago 
University failed to analyze these fragments and that- would Er. Arnold 
pl^se investigate the story, Mr, Arnold was sent a Western Union 
check for" |200^.00 to take care of any expense that he might incur 



Mr, Arnold had made a telephone can to Hamilton Pleld to 
contact a Captain Davidson and a lieutenant BrOvm. who were with 
A,2 Intelligence at l^milton Pield, asking them would they make a 
trip to Taooisa to al^ listen to this story of Dahl and CrlSmon. 
When Mr* Arnold acquainted me with the fact that he had made this 
phone call in front of Mr* Dahl. Mr. Dahl made the statement that 
he would not ten this story to ai^fbody in- Army Intelligence. I 
made the statement to Mr* Dahl that if he felt this way. that he 
should not be in the room when these two Intelligence officers 
arrived. Mr. Dahl thought tbils was an excellent idea* 
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Mr* Mr* CriaM}% aa4 lioteX rom. to 

go <3omstaJLrs as Mr< Cirimoa moto^ to get some metaX ttat ma ia 
tlie badt of his oar that he had pioMd ap on Baary Xsiandyc to 
bring back to the hotei £o(»n» Mr* Sarold Bahl departed* 

At this time X mde the statement to Mr* Criaaon that X 
sh<^& like to pick up m? oar in Seattle* Mr* Crismon d^rre m& to 
Boeing field* Settle* After leading me at Boeing field,^ he diov© 
bank to faeoma and I drore own car back to Xacoma* After I had 
pat my oar in the garage at Tmoma^ X went ap to the Winthrop Hotel 
and in the room at that time was Mr* Arnold - Mr, Crismon* and Captain 

---^spAdson-froffi-Arms^-SatelXigene©^— Bioatemat- Browit-wae--d0wa«taki3M^ — 

getting sandwiches and coffee* When Lieut* Brown came back, the 
stories were again related and Lieut* Brown made a statement that 
all the facts of these stories would be held in strictest confidence 
until released by Mr* Bahl* 

After Mr* Crismon had told all the facts* relating not 
only his own story but that of Mr* 1^1*, he asked tor the opinion 
of bol^ officers as to what they thought* Lieut, Brown made the 
statment that he wottld like to obtain some of these fragments to 
take back to Hamilton field* 

At this time Capt* l^rldson and Lieut* Brown were debating 
the thought as to whether to Stay ouer night in Xaccma or leave for 
Hamilton field immediat^yi as the B«25 they were flying was 
supposed to be at Hamilton field the nsKt day for the Air Show* 

^he five of us then left the hotel room and went down to 
the hotel lobby where B«mn made a telephone call to MoChord 
Field aShing them to s^d a driver to piek up Capt* Davidson and 
himself* Lieut* Brown came up to me and made the stat^sent that he 
and Capt* Savidson were going back to Hamilton field and that he 
would get in touch with me tomorrosfj and if after I had seen the 
^s«paests^«m_^B3ryi island,, if thoushtt-in-my.isp,^^ 

was auth^tio, they would im&^at^y leave l^uailton field and 
return* X ws to luild this statement by Lieut* Brmm in the 
strictest of confidence frm the other group of three (Dahl* Crismon, 
and Asnoldl * — 

We then went down to tli@ street where Mr* Crismon drove his 
car up in front and took out a box ©f fra^ents and gave Mils box to- 
Davidson and Brcmn* Ihile waiting for the driver from McChord field, 
Lieut* Brown and X discussed Pacific operations and things not per* 
taining to this mission* Capt* l^vidson and Lieut. Brown departed at 
appjroqcipately 12 $45 A«M« Mr. Arnold and X went back to our hotel 
room af ter having >a midnight snack* 
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P^lday tJ 2 s At approzlmat^y $ o’clock in tlie 

lAoraia^g. Er« Crimoii called up our hotel room aad acqualated us 
With the fact t^at the B«25 had cxashed* Also that he had called 
HoChord Pleld aad from iafonaatioa he recelired also verified the 
fact that the two men in the ship were Capt« Davidson and Lieut* 
Brown^ plus a flight engineer and a hitchi^hlker* This left both 
Hr* drnold and myself in a very bad state of ooncern* Approri^te* 
ly an hour later Mr* Cri^oon and Mr* Dahl made their appearance in 
the hotel room* X still wasn’t sure that this was the same B-25 
that the two InteUigence officers had left in last nignt* Mr* 
Crismon tbea a&ain called McOnord Field and talked to a Colonel 
Gregg aad the fact was verified again that the two pilots were 
I^v^soS‘~^d Irown* ^ 


After an hour or so Mr* Crimaon and Mr* Dahl left the 
hotel room with a plan in mind of the four of us meeting the next 
morning (Saturday) for bre^lfast and going out to Msiury Island* 

That evening (Friday) there was a message for me to call 
this particular telephone number that was on the message* X called 
this number and was asked by the party to please call them from a 
paystation* This party was a Mr* LantZp a reporter on the Taooma 
Times* Be told me, most certainly am doing myself out of a good 
story but X tnought you ought to know that somebody has been calling 
this paper and giving us a blow-by-blow description of all that bas 
taken place in your room since you arrived*” To verify this, Mr* 
Lantz repeated bac^ to me discussions that I felt had only been 
taking place in our room* 

Mr* Lantz also made the statement that there was a leak 
either from the switchboard operator or our rocna had been tapped* 

X asked Mr* Lantz why he was tipping us off with this information* 

He mde the statmaent that he didn’t mind doing this if in return 
that any information that X may let out would be given to him* 

After this oonversatlon with Mr* Lantz X went back to our room and 
-feeldHar*^-''ArftoM’>“whatHtoeJc^piace-oa-^he-*t^teph©he*c — — f— 

Saturday morning: Mr* Arnold and I met Mr* Dahl and 
Fred Crismon for breakfast* We then drove out to the boat to go 
to the island* The boat was unserviceable at the time so we went 
back to the hotel* Mr* Grl^on said that he would call later on 
in the day and let us know when the boat would be repaired. That 
was the last time I saw Mr* Crismon* 


Approximately 11 o’clock Saturday morning Mr. Crismon 
phoned me and made statement it would be impossible for him to 
keep this appointment with me* We were out off by the switchboard 
operator as this was classified as not an saergency call* The 
reason we were cut off v/as due to a stride in all the Taooiim hotels. 
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Re Seattle te 3s August 7, 1947^, and iiugust 12^ 1947, in the above 
captioned matter o 


KMFETH>.^FOL^ Route 1, 


^^ountain View Drive, Boise, Idaho, was inter* 


viewed at the Boise Resident Agency, Boise, Idaho, by SA JOSEPH Eo J:2TTE on 
August 19, 1947 o IvITo ARNOLD advised that he received a letter from RAYMOFv^D Ao 
PALI.^, Editor, Venture Press, Evanston, Illinois, dated June 26, 1947, in vfhioh 
Mro PAUvSR advised that he was interested in publishing an article in his magazine 
concerning the flying discs seen by Hro ARNOLD near Rainier on June 24, 1947, 

which letter is being enclosed to the Bureau o ¥to APJ^^OLD stated that he did not 
give much thought to PALIMl^s letter until PALT.'IER wrote him again and informed 
him that FRE"^ --HRISMBT and HAROLD Ao DAHL of Tacoma, Washington, had sent him 
fragments of a flying disc and that he would like him (.ARMOLD) to go to Tacoma, 
I^shington, and contact CHRISMW and DAHL to find out if there was aiy truth in 
p their story about the disc fragments o He sta.ted that he did not answer PALH^^s 
letter, but inquired of several friends for their opinion in the matter, and 
C that they all told him if FALMER desired to pay his expenses to go to Tacoma, 

^ ITashington, and look into this matter, that they did not see where he had anything 
^ to loseo He informed that he gave a talk at the Boise Ad Club on July 25, 1947, 
about the flying discs he had seen, and also of the request contained in 
0 letter to go to Tacoma to investigate additional information regarding the f ind° f 
^ing of disc fragments by CHPISMAF and DAHLo !■ 


3 advised that following his talk, he was approached by a Rorsonj,!;^^^' 

who sa"id he knew both CHRISWAF and DAHL and that they were very reliable 
individuals o He stated that after thinking it over, he called PAL!/1ER by telephone 
and at xvhich time he informed PAXlffiR that he v/ould contact CHRISMAF and DAHL and 
investigate the matter regarding the disc fragments, if PAL^/DR would send him 
\J200o00 expense money o He also advised that he received A 20 O 0 OO expense money 
from via ITestern Union the next morning o He informed that he left for 

Tacoma, Washington, via his personal plane on July 30, 1947 o Upon arriving at 
Pendleton, Oregon, he told his story to CAAs, Inspector from Portland, 

Oregon, who advised him to go ahead with his investigation 6 [n / . ^ . / 

He stated that he landed at Barry'^s Airport iia^T^coraa ^^d o^ttiinet^’a 
room at the ''^'inthrop Hotel » He informed that he then callea ^^l,'^'?^one to 

make arrangements to talk to him regarding the- c^sc HrCDi^nts , He advised that 
DH.HL insisted on coming to the hotel room immediately ITp6n* arriving at Fr» .APDOL'O’s 
hotel room, D.®HL stated that he wanted to forget abopt the discs as too many things 
had been happening to him, and advised Tfro ARi<'OL'r^^&^^e^rn home and forget about 
the discs, Mro APJ'TOLD stated that he informed DAHL that he wanted to obtain all 
COPIES PPSTPCYED . , . 
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of the information available regarding the disc fragments and that he understood 
that DAHL had told the press about the disc fragments, stating there was nothing 
to the story and that it was a phoneyo DA.HL immediately replied that his story 
was not false or phoney, but that what he had seen and what had happened to him 
was so unusual and fantastic that he wanted to forget about the disc fragments o 
MHL then agreed to tell Wo APITOLD the following story, providing his name and 
the Harbor Patrols would be left outs 

DAHL stated that his dog had been killed and his boy hurt and that 
the vfheel mount on his harbor patrol boat had been struck by disc fragments, 
and that about twenty ton of this material had fallen on the beach at Kauri 
Island, and into the bay, and that a day after this incident, a man about forty 
years of age had contacted him and told him, know what you saw at Mauri Island 
and I*m telling you in a nice way to forget about it and keep your mouth shuto” 

MHL stated that he had obtained a large number of the fragments and had taken 
them home, but that CK!-/IAN , his superior officer, had told him to send 

the fragments to RAYlfOT^^D PALB.CT at Chicago | that PALf'-^H would analyze the specimens 
free of charge o DAHL continued stating that on the afternoon of June 21, 1947, 
he was on patrol with his boy, dog, and two seamen near a cove on the east side 
of Mauri Islando He stated that he looked up thj^ough the windshield of the boat 
and at a height of aboub 1,000 feet, he saw six round circular grey objects 
that looked like large inner tubes slightly squashedo ^I'hese objects appeared 
to be about 100 feet across and in the center was a hole about twenty “five feeto 
TAHL said he assumed they were some type of a baBoon<> The object in the center 
was lower than the rest of the other objects, and the other objects were circling 
around ito ^he object in the center seemed to be descending while the others 
followedo As the objects descended he saw port holes around the inside of the 
object and what appeared to be windows <> He stated that the object in the center 
descended to about 600 feet, and that suddenly one of the circling objects came 
down and touched the object in the center and remained in this position for a 
few minutes, while the other objects continued to circle above o The object 
which had descended and touched the object in the center and which was lower, 
then rose and took its place with the other objects o 

All of the objects then started to rise and what appeared to be news“ 
papers came out of the center of the object in the middle of the circling object o 
Then the sky seemed to rain lava, the lava coming from the object in the center 
and DAHL headed the boat for shore « He stated, that the lava coming from the 
object in the center appeared to be a v^rhite metal, and as it , fell into the water, 
clouds of steam rose from the water o He stated that some of the lava landed on 
the beacho He also stated that his dog was killed and also a sea gull in addition 
to his boy being hurt by the falling lavao Mro jIRFOLD continued stating that 
DAHL had said that he had taken pictures of the object and that if Mr© AR'^’OLD 
wanted them, he could have the negatives o DAiiL took Mro. ARNOLD to the home of 
his secretary that evening and showed him some of the disc fragments he had 
picked up, which were smooth on one side and rough on the other, according to 
¥xo APjNOLDo 
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Mro ARNOLD stated he received a telephone call from the press upon 
returning to his hotel room, and that the press wanted to know about the flying 
disc fragments, and he told them that he was not talking until he had proved 
ito Ke stated he did not know hov^/ the press ever knew he was in lacoma or had 
seen TAHLo 

ItSr o' AEtMOLT) informed that at 9s30 AoMo the next morning, July 31, 1947, 
TlAHL and CHRISMAN appeared at his hotel room and DAHL again asked him to go home 
and forget about the discs, that his story v^as not false, but that he had had 
enough trouble o lAHL said that his boy had been missed one morning and had been 
found at Lust, Montana, waiting on tables in a cafej that he did not know how 
he had got there and that too many things were happening o Mro ARHOLP stated 
that when TATtti and CKRISMA.M came to his hotel room, they had an armful of 
fragments, and that CHRISM4F had then informed about hov«r he had seen an object 
resembling those seen by DAHLo CSRISMT^^ stated he had taken the patrol boat 
on July 23, 1947, and had gone to !^uri Island and had found the beach littered 
with lavao CHRISMAM stated he had looked up and had seen a balloon-like object 
with port holes and windows, which had disappeared into a large cloudo AMOLD 
stated that he asked MPTL again to see the pictures of the objects $ that T}ASL 
had again agreed to show them to hlmo Mr© informed that he had then 

asked "^AHL and CHRISFA.F if it would be all right for him to call a friend. 

Captain SMITH, who had also seen some flying discs and let him spe the fragments 
and hear Mro MHL’s story « DAHL dissented, however, CHRISMAM readily agreedo 
He also stated that he had placed a call to Lieutenant BRCJ-DT ard Captain 
DAVIDSON, Army intelligence officers at Hamilton Field, and had asked them to 
come to his hotel, as they had previously instructed him to report to them any- 
thing of an unusual nature or of interest regarding the flying discs o 

He stated he flew to Seattle and got Captain SMITH, and that Lieutenant 
BRC^T and Captain DA'^rnsON had come to his room about 4i00 PoMo AHDOLD 

advised that he had asked Lieutenant BHO’.'cN just what he had found out regarding 
the discs, and Lieutenant BRO’^JN had confidentially informed him that they had 
obtained a picture of a disc, which appeared to be authentic, v/hich picture 
was taken by a man in Phoenix, Arizona o 'I'he picture, according to Lieutenant 
BRO,‘H, was of a circular object with a hole in the center, and of another object 
that looked like a flying wingo He stated that when Lieutenant BRG.'DT told him 
this that he immediately thought of the object seen by DAHLo He stated that 
after hearing DAHL^s story. Lieutenant BRO-'M" ard Captain DAVIDSOM’s attitude 
had changed immediately, and that they appeared disinterestedo It was then 
suggested that they all go to Mauri Island and look for the disc fragments© 
Lieutenant BR01 *jN and Captain DA\rEDS0N stated that they had to return to Hamilton 
Field immediately o WjTo .ARNOLD stated that Lieutenant BROl-^’N and Captain DAVIDSON 
were very careful to gather up all of the fragments which had been brought to 
the room by DAHL and CHR.ISM'AI^Io 
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He stated that the next morning he received a call from CHRISMA3T, 
who told him that Lieutenant BROVvJ}^ and Captain DAVIDSON had been killed in a 
B-25 crash„ He stated he does not know how CHPISMAF Icnew who had been in 
the plane before anyone elsOo He also stated that during the above conference 
numerous telephone calls were received from the press, wanting to know about 
the conference o He stated that someone kept tipping the press off as to what 

was going on and what was being said daily verbatimo He informed that PAUL 

LAND and MORELLO, United Press men at Tacoma, appeared to know all that took 
place during the conference, and even knew of the crash of the B-25 and those 
aboard, before the Army released this informationo ¥to ARNOLD informed that 
when he received news of the crash, that he and Captain SITITH fully expected 
to be contacted by Army Intelligence, as they were the last people with 
Lieutenant BRCr/J^' and Captain DAVIDSON, • however , they ware never contactedo 

He further stated that he and Captain SMITH went down to the United 

Fress to see what the survivors of the crash had informed about the crash and 

that MORELLO had told them that the mysterious infomant who had been calling 

had told him that the B«25 had not crashed, but had been s hot dpwn., also that 

MORELLO* s Army informant had said that an observer at Xelso, U'ashington, had 
seen the plane throw out a landing flare after the two survivors had jumped 
from the plane, and that the plane had gone into a steep dive and dove into a 
hillside, and further that one engine had been on fire, but that the fire 
apparatus, protecting the. engine, had failed to functiono Mro ARNOLD stated 
that DA'UL then came to see him and Captain SMITH and told them to go home and 
forget about the discs, that such things as the B-25 crash had been happening 
to him all alongo 

Mro A.RNOLU stated that he then called Mro Pi!LL([ER at Chicago and told 
him that the deal was off and that if he wanted his ^200 oOO back, he could 

have it 5 that two men had been killed and he was getting frightened of the 

whole thing o He stated that FALW^Tt informed him that it was all right with him 
to keep the $200 oOO, however, he vfould send him an additional check for the 
trouble he had put tOo IEto ARNOLD advised that previous to this telephone call. 
Captain SMITH had called his friend, MORRIS PODDY, of the Chicago Times and had 
told him that he did not have any faith in Army %tolligence and for RODDY to 
conduct an investigation on PALIffiR and get to the bottom of this disc fantasyo 
Mro .ARNOLD also advised that previous to the two above telephone calls, he had 
asked the press to investigate TAhWR^ as Arny Intelligence had informed him tht 
they could not find PALlffiR and knew nothing concerning him, and appeared not to 

be interested in PALf/ER, who seemed to know more about the flying discs than 
anyone else© 

Mro ARNOLD stated that he personally thinks that FALIilER’s business is 
a blind for something else and that DAHL and CHRISMA” Yrill do anything that 
PALMR asks him to and will not talk unless FAL7^,fEH tells him tOo Mto ARNOLD 
stated that he still wanted to get to the bottom of the disc fragment story 
he and Captain SMITH had decided to go to l^uri Island on Sunday, August 3, 
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1947p however, when CHRISFAj\T was approached in this regard, and they had gone 
to the boat house where CHRISFj^iM kept his boat, CHEISMJ.N could not seem to 
make the boat run, and after making some excuses that he had to return to his 
office, had stated that he would return in about an hour, and by that time 
his mechanic should have the boat repaired and they could all proceed to Fauri 
Island o Mro AFFOLD informed that CHRISMAF never returned, end that they were 
unable to locate CERISiV^Aj^T at any of the telephone numbers he had given themo 

They located MHL in a movie, sccording to AR^*^OLD, and that DAHL, 
after making some efforts to locate CTTRISIvAF, had informed them that CHP.ISMAF 
had left town for a few days o He further informed that about this time the 
press contacted them and told them an informant had called and told them 
that CHRISFAH was on his way to ^^laska in an .Army plane o 

Mro ARi^'OLD advised that Captain SMITH had informed him that he had 
made an appointment with Major SAFDERS at McCord Field and intended to tell 
Major SAFDFRS the complete story <> luring the afternoon. Captain SMITH and 
}v]ajor SAFi;eRS came to the hotel room, according to ARFOLD, and some of the 
fragments that DA<IL had brought to Mro ARNOLD’S room, following the conference, 
were sbovm to Major Si^^'^DDRSo TTpon viewing the fragments. Major SMDFRS, accord- 
ing to JfiTo ARNOLD, stated that they were nothing but slag from the copper mill, 
hov^ever, before Major S^DDRS left, he gathered up every fragment in the room, 
according to LIto .ARI OL"", and took them with himo ?;to MFOLD stated that he 
then left for Boise, Idaho o 

Mro produced a letter dated August 5, 1947, from PALl'EP 

in which PfeL^!IER attempts to encourage Iltc AEFOLD to continue his investigation 
into the flying discs «, This letter is also being enclosed to the Bureauo 
i^ro ARNOLD also gave SA JETTE a copy of the article sent to iiro PALMIER and 
to the Commanding General, ^'^^right Field, -^ayton, Ohio, regarding his sighting 
of the nine discs near Mount Rainier on June 24, 1947 o This article is also 
being enclosed to the Bureau o ¥^o iRFOLD advised that he is vitally interested 
in this matter and knows that there must be something to the flying discsstory 
Be stated that he will do everything in his power to help the Bureau in this 
matter o He also advised that he has no connection whatsoever with the Boise 
Statesmano He stated that the Boise Statesman has never paid him for any 
information he has given themo He informed that he sincerely believes that 
the Boise Statesman is attempting, as he is, to get to the bottom of the flying 
discs story o Mto AHFOLD stated that he has told the above story to Army 
Intelligence and Major SAJ^^DERS and to no one else, with the exception of 
SA JETTEo 



DAW JOHFSOF, Boise Statesman, Boise, Idaho, advised that the Boise 
Statesman has never paid yiTo .ARNOLD for any news item he has given them, and 
has never approached him in this manner© He stated that the Boise Statesman 
is not attempting to push the flying discs story, but merely attempting to 
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get to the bottom of the flying discs story as they sincerely believe there is 
som.eone who knows the story of the discs and that they actually exist, and 
that the Army, when approached for information, merely state that they know 
nothing concerning them» JOHFSO?! also informed that Lieutenant BROY.Tf and 
Captain FAVIDSOF had contacted him on July 20, 1947, at Boise, -‘■daho, regard- 
ing the discs and that is how he met themo 

Unless advised th the contrary, no additional investigation is 
being conducted in this matter, and it is being considered as Referred Upon 
Completion to the Seattle Office o 
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Uto Kenneth Arnold,, 
Box 387 0 
Boise^ Idaho 


Dear Mr. Arnolds 

s®^s that Mr«. Mauri e® Roddy of th© Chicago Times got the 

'story from -Sir o Siiith-^r ttwaatnariieinral isff'^B&ro'^old'm©' hs mg' 
running it» I knew only what you'd told m© over th® phone o 
Kowo it seams th® newspapers are pestering the very devil out 
of ell you fellowso Crisman wired me for instructions 0 and I 
told him to say nothing tli the nstsspaperso because he'll look 
silly if th® array explains thia as “meteors” or something like 
that o 

I don't blame you for being alarraedg but I trust you've had no 
trouble In your flying since theno Let's get -that straight== 
there's no horrible plot in5folvedo It's probably true that the 
two men killed were just ansoidentSA It could be true that it 
ms not an accident 0 but X don't think there was any connection 
with the diskso or anything of that naturog nor is the material 
from fi&srray Island to blamso 

Certainly I don't think you'd suffer from completing your report 
on your missiono and sending ra© your affidavito Alsog you'll 
have some money coming for thatg and no sense to tossing that out 
of the windowo It is unfortunate that th® thing seemed so big 
you had to call in army intelligence 0 but it id 11 take them a 
long tte® to proceed to the point g've reached inthis disk mysto^o 
you seog you aren't the first to see themo They've been known 
for nearly forty ycarsg and I have ample proof of thate But 
your experience was the first real break toward a solution. I'd 
hat© to have you drop the matter when all remaining to do is to 
file your report with me, 

Crisaian is willing to contribute his share. I hope you will too© 
This thing must not be hushed up and forgotten. It's muoh too 
important to the people of America, if not the worldo And no 
censorship of th® matter is legalo You needn't f ear Ihat angle. 

You certainly did a bang-up job of investigation, also you wrote 
on® of the bast articles about your Hune 24 experience I've ever 
seen. Please do the same on this last business^ You it to 
those two men tho were killed© 

I'd also like to know what developed on those pictures you took 
of those "difeoks^o or whatever they we re o 


